
The regular meeting of the City of Harrisville Council held on February 17, 2025 was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor 

Gehring. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Roll Call City Council Members: Claseman, Mason, McKenzie, Schwanz, Vanderheuel. Absent: Bean.                              

Present: Mayor Gehring and Clerk Harmon. 

Motion by Mason, support by Vanderheuel to approve the agenda. Motion carried: 5-0.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, support by Mason to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, January 13, 2025. Motion carried 

5-0.  

Motion by Mason, support by Schwanz to approve the minutes of the special meeting January 29, 2025. Motion carried 5-0.  

Public Comments: Monica Spears brought to council a proposal regarding the city garden beds that are needing to be 

maintained. Monica’s proposal asks for city businesses to sponsor one of five flower gardens. She will help spearhead the 

city garden business beds. Mayor Gehring states that this is a great idea and opportunity for the community to help the city. 

Discussion was had for planning, DPW assistance, business sponsorship and to plan for proper planting and maintaining.  

Laurie Szczesny asked how to get information to participate in the hoop house gardens. Alderman Vanderheuel offered to 

get Laurie the information.  

Motion by Schwanz, support by Vanderheuel to pay the bills in the amount of $50,153.29. Motion carried 5-0. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 The City received a letter from the Friends of Cuyler park stating that they are working on fundraising to improve Cuyler’s 

field and would like to ask the Mayor and Council for support in the effort and to continue the partnership with DPW.  

 A response letter was received from Lake State Railway regarding the effort to clean up the ties. Mayor Gehring will 

continue to follow up with monthly email correspondence.  

OLD BUSINESS  

The audit received from Stephenson & Company, P.C. was reviewed by Council for approval of payment. Discussion. 

Communication has been lacking from the Stephenson & Company, P.C., which led to the discussion of seeking a new firm.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, support by Mckenzie to start immediately looking for a new audit firm. Motion carried 5-0.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, support by Schwanz to proceed with payment from the original invoice received from 

Stephenson& Company, P.C.. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS  

Alderman Vanderheuel announced the dates to the 2025 Wine & Food Festival being July 12th, 12:00pm-6:00pm at the 

upper parking lot by the Harbor.  

Motion by Schwanz, support by Claseman for the Wine & Food Festival to utilize the upper parking lot at the harbor for the 

setup, day of event, and cleanup. Vanderheuel abstained. Motion carried 4-0.  

Clerk Harmon brought the 4th July firework permit and date to council for approval.  

Motion by Schwanz, support by Vanderheuel to approve the fireworks permit and celebration for July 5, 2025 with rain date 

of July 6. Motion carried 5-0. 



Motion by Mason, support by Schwanz to contribute $1,500 to the Harrisville firework fund. Motion carried 5-0.  

Clerk Harmon brought a request to approve Maguire Iron, Inc. for contracted services and to approve a budget adjustment 

of $4,200.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, support by Schwanz to schedule Maguire Iron, Inc. for contracted services of cleaning and 

maintenance to the water tower with a needed budget adjustment of $4,200. Motion carried 5-0.  

RESOLUTIONS  

Resolution #2025-005 Asset Level Test to be used by the Board of Review was presented. 

Motion by Mason, support by Claseman to adopt Resolution #2025-005 Asset Level Test. Ayes: Claseman, Mason, 

McKenzie, Schwanz, Vanderheuel. Nay:0. Absent: Bean. Motion carried: 5-0.   

REPORTS  

Mayor Gehring thanked Andy Vanderheuel, Tim Claseman and those involved with the initial involvement to seek 

assistance in the dredging of the harbor.  

Clerk Harmon invited council to attend an MSU webinar course series for meeting procedures. The webinar will be hosted 

at the city office in March.  

RRC and Planning Commission Liaison Schwanz reported that the Planning Commission will be meeting to set the Master 

Plan approval. The Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday, March 12 at 6:00pm, at the city hall.  

Harbor Committee Liaison Claseman reported that the harbor is well maintained. He communicated the actions that the 

harbor has taken for dredging solutions. The Harbor Commission will be meeting on Monday, March 17, 2025.  

Mayor Gehring stated for the Fire Department that they have received upgraded air tanks for increased oxygen control time.  

County Commissioner Craig Johnson attended virtually and was responded to council and guest statements. For more 

information regarding the county broadband project, visit alconacounty.gov. 

Councils Last Comments: Alderman Mckenzie had a question regarding the wards to the city. Discussion. Alderman 

Vanderheuel asked Mayor Gehring to address the earlier snow removal from sidewalks for quicker accessibility to 

businesses. Alderman Schwanz addressed a snow removal complaint from third street. Alderman Claseman addressed a 

resident complaint regarding parking. Mayor Gehring answered a question on the clearing of sidewalks stating that they are 

the city’s to maintain and clear.  

Motion by Mason, support by Mckenzie to adjourn meeting.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm.  

Next City Council meeting to be held March 10, 2025 at 6:00pm.  

Published prior to council approval.  

 

Mayor___________________________      Clerk_____________________________    
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