
The regular meeting of the City of Harrisville Council held on Monday, April 14, 2025 was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by 

Mayor Gehring. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Roll Call City Council Members: Bean, Claseman, Mason, McKenzie, Schwanz, Vanderheuel.  Present: Mayor Gehring, 

Clerk Harmon and Treasurer Luenberger. 

Motion by Mason, seconded by Vanderheuel to approve agenda. Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Vanderheuel to approve the minutes of the meeting March 10, 2025. Motion carried 6-0.  

Public Comments opened with Tim Sleszak voiced his displeasure over the Board of Review tax appeal. Hanna Rainey 

addressed the council members.    

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to pay the bills in the amount of $39,581.00.  Motion carried 6-0.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

 Alcona Community Schools, Business Manager, Nick Cordes presented to the public and council the upcoming renewal 

election. Mayor Gehring opened the public up for question and answers from the school representative. The upcoming 

election is scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, 2025.  

Alcona Youth baseball representatives were not able to be in attendance, Mayor Gehring presented the field usage contract 

received. 

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Bean to approve the usage of the three ball fields April-July as written in the received 

agreement. Motion carried 6-0.  

Mayor Gehring stated to Council that the infields were in need of maintenance to repair. Mayor Gehring has requested 

quotes on crushed limestone and reaching out to local sources. Mayor Gehring requested from Council to allow him to seek 

bids, receive quotes and make purchase of the crushed limestone needed for repair on the ball fields with the cost not to 

exceed $10k. Discussion.  

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Vanderheuel to approve the $10k for materials and repairs to the 3 ball fields. Motion 

carried 6-0.  

Mayor Gehring presented the agreement received from WSP for monitoring of the lagoon’s groundwater.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Schwanz to approve the $2,700 agreement with WSP for lagoon monitoring. Motion 

carried 6-0. 

City of Harrisville DPW will begin hydrant flushing beginning the week of May 5 – May 16.  

Motion by Schwanz, second by Mason to publish the hydrant dates for City residents. Motion carried 6-0. 

OLD BUSINESS  

The status of the City of Harrisville Harbor audit is to be completed this week.  

NEW BUSINESS  

Ed Chrumka presented the sale of his business Huron Gardens to the new owner Jerry Millen of Farmer Maxx. Planning 

Commission had reviewed the transfer/new business binders and voted unanimously to approve the sale.  



Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Mason to approve the transfer of ownership from Huron Gardens to Farmer Maxx. 

Motion carried 6-0. 

Requests were received for event usage space from three inquires with Porchfest requesting permission for usage of the 

Pocket Park on August 30, 2025 with permission to continue the fee waiver.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Schwanz to approve the usage of the Pocket Park for Porchfest on August 30, 2025 with the 

agreement that the fee will be waived. Motion carried 6-0.  

The Craftmakers Cabin requested permission with a fee waiver for a craft and vendor fair during the 4th July weekend 

beginning on Thursday, July 3, 2025 and ending Sunday, July 6, 2025.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Mckenzie to approve the Craftmakers usage for dates July 3-July 6, 2025 with the 

agreement that the fee will be waived. Motion carried 6-0.  

Inspiration Alcona Harbor Night Concert series requesting the usage of the City Harbor Pavilion every Friday evening from  

6-8pm starting June 13, 2025 ending September 5, 2025 with the Harbor bathrooms available until 8pm.  

Motion by Bean, seconded by Vanderheuel to approve Inspiration Alcona the usage of the City Harbor Pavilion every 

Friday evening from 6-8pm starting June 13, 2025 ending September 5, 2025 with the Harbor bathrooms available until 

8pm. Motion carried 6-0.  

 

Mill Pond Park Improvement discussion was led by Ed Chrumka accompanied by Bob Barlow and Kenny Mooma . 

Chrumka discussed in details the plans for improvements and future progression at the Mill Pond Park. The improvements 

will be in four phases, dredging, water wheel, bridge and boardwalk and general improvements. Kalitta Air of Oscoda, is 

contributing donations. The Lions Clubs allocated donation support towards the water wheel.  

 

Mayor Gehring discussed with City Council the upcoming assessment with Assured Partners for the City insurance 

policies. The next council meeting will bring a finalized policy report.  

 

The City of Harrisville DPW has requested to place a proposal of bid for a new truck. Discussion of funding resources.  

 

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Mason to publish request of bid proposals for a new DPW truck. Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Planning Commission request approval of seat referrals. Planning Commission has two open seats, one in city resident, one 

out of city resident.  

 

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Mason to approve Monica Spears as the out of city resident to sit on the Planning 

Commission beginning May 2025 with term ending December 2027. Motion carried Ayes:4; Nays:2.  

 

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to approve Allen Kay as the city resident to sit on the Planning Commission 

beginning May 2025 with term ending December 2027. Motion carried Ayes: 6; Nays:0. 

 

Huron Pines Partnership Agreement for 2025-2026 was presented to Council for continuing efforts to eradicate invasive 

species in the area.  

 

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Claseman to approve Option 1, two-year partnership with Huron Pines. Motion carried 6-

0.  

 

A discussion regarding a tree on Huron Ave. as to whose property, City or resident and the process to go about handling the 

discrepancy and tree handling. Mayor Gehring will investigate.  



A topic regarding short term rentals was brought to Council. Planning Commission will be taking a further look into the 

short-term rentals. Currently, the city does not have ordinances for short-term rentals.   

 

 

REPORTS  

Mayor Gehring reported that he will be contacting Harrisville Township to see if they are interested in combining Board of 

(Tax) Reviews. The City of Harrisville has two open seats that need immediate attention.   

Clerk Harmon mentioned her findings of the concession stand at the baseball field and that she would like to look into 

pursuing getting the concession open, usable and rentable.  

Treasurer Luenberger requested approval of budget adjustments. Discussion.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Mckenzie to approve the General Fund budget adjustments. Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Mckenzie to approve the Major/Minor Fund budget adjustments. Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion by Mason, seconded by Vanderheuel to approve the Water/Sewer Fund budget adjustments. Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion by Schwanz, seconded by Mason to approve a budget adjustment of $10,000 for the baseball fields maintenance. 

Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Schwanz to approve a budget adjustment of $2,700 for Huron Pines Partnership. 

Motion carried 6-0.  

RRC and Planning Committee Liaison Schwanz reported the updating of documents. Submission of the yearly report and 

feedback to help finalize the last step to being certified.  

Harbor Committee Liaison Claseman stated the requirement for the Harbor to be included on the liability insurance for the 

Wine & Food Festival event. Response was given that the Harbor was already included on the liability insurance. The next 

Harbor meeting is scheduled for April 28th at 5:00pm.  

Becky Bean reported for the Tree Board that all of the new trees look to be alive and doing well. She asked for the watering 

bags to soon be placed on the trees.  

Councils Last Comments: Alderman Mckenzie asked about the $10k that was received from the Twp for ballfield. She also 

mentioned the power pole leaning on Lake St. Alderman Vanderheuel asked about liners at basketball courts being taken off 

and seal counting the baseball fields and thanked Alderman Schwanz for her continued work on the RRC project. Alderman 

Claseman stated that EGLE is in town for harbor sampling.  Mayor Gehring will ask the Sherriff to report quarterly. 

Alderman Schwanz added the continued work and clean up going on at the disc golf course and looking for chainsaws to 

help with clean up and water absorbing plants to be added to the golf course water hazards.  

Motion by Mason, seconded by Vanderheuel  to adjourn meeting.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:26pm.  

Next City Council meeting to be held May 12, 2025 at 6:00pm.  

Published prior to council approval.  

Mayor___________________________      Clerk_____________________________    
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