
The regular meeting of the City of Harrisville Council held on Monday, July 14, 2025 was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by 
Mayor Gehring. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Roll Call City Council Members: Bean, Claseman, Mason, McKenzie, Schwanz, Vanderheuel.  Present: Mayor Gehring, 
Clerk Harmon and Treasurer Luenberger. 

Mayor Gehring stated that he will be asking for roll call votes going forward to approve a motion.  

Motion by Mason, second by Claseman to approve the agenda with amendment to add the harbor commission 
recommendations to new business. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 0.  

Motion by Mason, second by Bean to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, June 9, 2025. Motion carried: Yays: 6  
Nays: 0.  

Motion by Mason, second by Vanderheuel to approve the minutes of the special meeting, June 30, 2025. Motion carried: 
Yays: 6  Nays: 0. 

Public Comments: Sharon Getz commented on the secondary street parking discussion.  

Motion by Bean, second by Mason to pay the bills in the amount of $83,354.78. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 0.  

Communications & Reports to Council 

 Mayor Gehring brought a request from the fire department who are requesting help with the purchase of t-shirts for the 
rescue team. Mayor Gehring is asking council for funding of $600.00.  

Motion by Schwanz, second by Mckenzie to approve the funding of $600.00 for the fire department.  Motion carried: Yays: 
6  Nays: 0. 

Harbor Commission Liaison Claseman wants to verify that the Harbor does not receive funding from the city and that 
income comes from boat slip rentals, fuel and ice sales. The Harbor Commission had a meeting Saturday, July 12 to 
interview for open seat positions. Alderman Claseman also reported that over the July 4th holiday the bathroom was 
vandalized with graffiti.  

Tree Board member Becky Bean reported on the maintenance of the trees currently underway by Griff & Sons. The 
potential to apply for another Consumers Energy grant discussed. Discussion of resources, care and maintenance.  

Planning Commission Chairman Mike Stone reported that the current survey has had low participation and are extending 
the survey time. Mike reported that the Dock Street residents came to planning with a great presentation. The 
recommendation for a parade policy was submitted to council.   

OLD BUSINESS  

Harbor inquiries brought attention that the city attorney is reviewing the 88-1 ordinance. The harbor audits were discussed 
regarding a loss.  Alderman Vanderheuel asked if this could be looked into for clarification.  

Clerk Harmon discussed the secretary position.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, second by Mason to approve the secretary position for 15-20 hours per week with a starting wage 
of $15.00 per hour. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 0. 

Motion by Schwanz, second by Mason to publish the position in the local review. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 0. 



Planning Commission recommended a parade policy for council review. Discussions of parking, parking closures, times 
and levels of liability.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, second by Schwanz to table the recommendation for further review. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 
0. 

NEW BUSINESS  

The Harrisville Train Depot brought a request for permission to apply for a raffle license.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, second by Schwanz to approve the raffle license application. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 0. 

The Harrisville Arts Council requested the use of city streets for the Labor day parade that will be held on August 31st, 2025 
at 1:00pm.  

Motion by Mason, second by Bean to approve the use of city streets for August 31st parade. Motion carried: Yays: 6  Nays: 
0. 

Dock Street discussions were shared by planning and dock street residents to the city council in regards to the public access 
and parking concerns. Mayor Gehring will work on viable solutions for both the city and residents. We appreciate the input 
from the Dock Street residents.  

Public servant ethics was brought to the attention of Mayor Gehring concerning a member of the planning commission. 
Council members have asked to address this and would like to know the process to begin removal. Mayor Gehring stated 
that we would need to provide a written statement of charges of malfeasance, a public hearing will be scheduled for rebuttal 
and council vote.  

Motion by Claseman, second by Mason for Mayor Gehring to start complaint form, begin the removal process and schedule 
a public hearing. Roll call vote: Yays: 6  Nays: 0.  

Newly added business received from the Harbor Commission recommending commission seat appointees.  

Motion by Mckenzie, second by Schwanz to accept Laurie Szczesny to the open commission seat. Motion carried: Yays: 4  
Nays: 1. Recused Alderman Claseman.  

Motion by Mckenzie, second by Bean to accept Ephriam Olson to the open commission seat. Motion carried: Yays: 4  
Nays: 1. Recused Alderman Claseman. 

REPORTS  

Mayor Gehring gave a quick update of the lagoon project and that all was coming along well.  

Clerk Harmon invited all to the summer concert series.  

Councils Last Comments were received from Alderman Bean who asked of the road fixture on Lake street. Alderman 
Mason asked of cameras to be looked into to address areas of vandalism.  

Motion by Mason, second by Claseman to adjourn the meeting.   

Meeting adjourned at 6:52pm.  

Next City Council meeting to be held August 11, 2025 at 6:00pm.  
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