
The rescheduled regular meeting of the City of Harrisville Council held on May 19, 2025 was called to order at 6:00 P.M. 

by Mayor Protem Schwanz. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Roll Call City Council Members: Bean, Claseman, McKenzie, Vanderheuel. Protem Mayor Schwanz.  Present: Clerk 

Harmon and Treasurer Luenberger. Absent Excused Alderman Mason and Mayor Gehring.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to approve agenda. Motion carried: 5-0.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to approve the minutes of April 14, 2025. Motion carried 5-0.  

Public Comments regarding the found safe with a great piece of history told. Monica Spears addressed Council and the 

public with discussions between public body and Alderman’s with opinion and view sharing. Hanna Rainey gave ideas to 

help with website modifications.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Claseman to pay the bills in the amount of $55,429.73 with amendment. Motion 

carried 5-0.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

 City Wide Garage Sale will be held Saturday, June 14 and Sunday, June 15. Hollyhock Emporium is sponsoring the event 

and will be providing maps for the sales with a QR code.  

OLD BUSINESS  

Update on the Mill Pond Park with Ed Chrumka. Finalizing the permitting for dredging. Harrisville Lions Club has donated 

$2,000 towards the construction of the water wheel.  

Discussion of DPW truck bid. Council would like to seek additional bids.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Claseman to table discussion until the June meeting. Motion carried 5-0.  

Hydrant Flushing extension dates are May 19th thru the 23rd.  

NEW BUSINESS  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Claseman to table discussion of Train Depot waiver until the June meeting to further 

investigate the sewer situation. Motion carried 5-0.  

Treasurer Luenberger presented to Council a new software program BS&A. Discussion on all the fundamentals the 

software program can do and bring to the City such as utility payments, payroll, enhanced security. Discussed. 

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to approve BS&A program and to look into funding with the marijuana state 

received funds to cover the proposal cost. Motion carried 5-0.  

Harrisville Arts Council has requested the use of the Harrisville Harbor pavilion on July 5th from 12:00pm-3:00pm.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Claseman to approve the request. Motion carried 5-0.  

Board of Review letter of interest submitted from Kari Vanderheuel. Alderman Vanderheuel recused herself from voting.  

Motion by Bean, seconded by Mckenzie to appoint K. Vanderheuel to the Board of Review. Motion carried 4-0; 1 recused.  



REPORTS  

Mayor Protem Schwanz began by reporting the tree on Huron Ave has been looked into by Griff Tree Service. Would like to 

look into ordinances for elections signs.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Bean to keep the new City Attorney at an hourly wage with the idea of a future 

contract. Motion carried 5-0.   

Clerk Harmon  

Planning Committee Liaison Schwanz reported that The Green Thumb project will be starting again with residential and 

businesses for the beautification garden initiative.  Discussion regarding the amount of deer in city, would like Mayor 

Gehring to reach out to DNR for investigation.  

Harbor Committee Liaison Claseman reported for the Harbor Commission that the Harbor is starting to wake up with nicer 

weather and hiring of dockhands. The marine industry applies great opportunities for our youth. Generator system is being 

looked into and addressing power outage issues. The Harrisville Harbor Farm Market will have its first day of the season on 

Saturday, June 7th from 9am-1pm. Discussion over point of contention of the upper parking lot at the harbor and who 

manages this. The Harbor Commission strongly suggests that an ordinance be made and returned to relinquish control to the 

City of Harrisville.   

Motion by Claseman, seconded by Bean to send the Ordinance 88-1 to Planning Commission to begin revisioning. Motion 

carried 5-0.  

The Harbor Commission with Chairman Arens present threatened the cancellation of the wine & food festival if permit that 

states liquor liability is not received to the commission along with departure of the entire harbor commission, harbormaster 

and staff.  

Tree Board advisor Becky Bean requested a budget for the tree maintenance and pocket park.  

County Commissioner Johnson joined via Meet and discussed the broadband project.  

Mayor Protem Schwanz called for a final public comment that discussed more with the ongoing Harbor dispute. Discussion 

to have a comprehensive tree report assessment.  

Councils Last Comments: Alderman Mckenzie commented on the baseball parks that are being used by dog owners and 

owners not cleaning up after their pets. Alderman Vanderheuel suggested that with new sewer projects if possible to 

consider light pollution. Alderman Bean asked about progress of Planning Commission on ordinances of blight and short-

term rentals with comments to be taken to the Planning Commission. Alderman Claseman asked of the addressing of the 

railroad ties and if any progress had been made. Discussion of researching ways of funding for harbor stairs.  

Motion by Claseman, seconded by Vanderheuel to allow Clerk Harmon to research quotes for harbor overlook stairs. 

Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Claseman to adjourn the regular scheduled meeting.   

City Council went into a Closed Session at 7:46pm.  

Motion by Claseman, seconded by Bean to close the Closed Session meeting at 8:38pm.  

Motion by Vanderheuel, seconded by Mckenzie to reopen and close the regular scheduled meeting  

Next City Council meeting to be held June 9, 2025 at 6:00pm. Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.  
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